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Welcome to Group 0  

In Group 0 we endeavour to give your child the best start to their school life. We strive to 
develop confident and happy children who are eager to learn and share their experiences 
with others in a safe and stimulating environment. Trained staff provide a curriculum 
relevant to young children.  It is our aim in Group 0 that every child develops a lively, 
enquiring mind, feels happy, safe and secure and fulfils his or her potential in every aspect 
of their progress and growth. 

 

To achieve this we provide a well-resourced, stimulating environment that:  

 protects and nurtures the well-being and health of the child;  

 encourages active learners to question, gain in confidence and motivation;  

 encourages a sense of belonging and active involvement in the education process for 
children and their families;  

 ensures that opportunities for learning are fair and each child's contribution and 
individuality is valued, irrespective of gender, ethnic background or age; 

 recognises, promotes and protects the language and actions of our own and other 
cultures;  

 recognises that children learn through exploration;  

 values and promotes play as a meaningful learning process;  

 provides a broad, balanced curriculum that meets the needs of each child, reflecting 
the areas of learning set out in the International Early Years Curriculum (IEYC).  

 provides opportunities for children to take on responsibilities, and to share in decisions 
that affect them;  

 recognises that the building of knowledge and skills should be planned and appropriate 
to each child's needs.  

 

Early childhood is a crucial stage of life in terms of a child’s physical, intellectual, language, 
emotional and social development and their well being. Up to the age of six, growth is rapid 
and a large proportion of their learning takes place during these years. It is important how 
and what a child learns at this stage. This is taken into consideration when planning 
activities throughout the day. The children are constantly experiencing different challenges 
and building upon their existing skills. We offer a wealth of activities and experiences based 
on the International Early Years Curriculum (IEYC).  

 

Group 0 is an integral part of our school and pupils have the opportunity to be involved in 
activities within the wider school. 

 

 



Finding out more 

Registration of interest 
 
 
Interested applicants are advised to complete a 
Registration of Interest form via our website to 
establish availability of places.  If places are 
available you will then be invited to complete the 
full registration process.  

 

Visit 
 
Where places are available, your child will be  
invited to visit the school.  

 

 

Admissions and Criteria 
 

Applications can be made at any time of the year for admission to Group 0 via the school 
website.  

  

Children must have had their third birthday before they can attend Group 0 and places are 
available only on a fulltime basis. 

 

Applications are placed on a waiting list and parents are informed as soon as possible if 
places are available. Planning for the next academic year takes place in April. Applicants for 
the beginning of the new academic year will be informed in April if they have been  
successful in securing a place. There are places for 16 children and where places are 
unavailable the child remains on the waiting list and is then automatically transferred to the 
waiting list for Group 1 for the following year. Children applying with siblings already in 
school are given priority over outside applications. 

 

A letter will be sent to you shortly before your child is due to start, confirming a starting date 
and a settling in programme. 

 

Children must be fully toilet trained before admission to Group 0 however staff are fully 
understanding of the odd accident which may occur. They must also be able to feed 
themselves.  

 

Before your child begins, you are invited to Group 0 for a one hour session, so that the staff 
can meet you and your child and we can all begin to get to know each other. During this visit 
we can discuss the Group routine and answer any questions you may have.  

 



Attending school 

 Settling in 
 
 

When you accept a place in Group 0, staff consider your  involvement and  support to be  
essential. Your encouragement will help your child to settle happily and confidently and to 
feel secure in the knowledge that home and school are working together.  

 

There will be an evaluation period of 1 month. However, after this period, if the staff have 
any  concerns, you  will be  invited in for  a meeting. It may be that a  different learning  
environment would be a more suitable option for your child. The staff are always available to 
talk to you if you have any concerns, but please be aware certain times of the day are busier 
than others.  

 

Once the children have settled in at the beginning of the school year, the Group 0 class rep-
resentatives will organise a coffee session where you will have the opportunity to meet other 
parents.  

 

Attendance 

 
Once children feel secure and happy at school we find that it helps them to attend regularly 
so as to establish a routine. Parents are asked to send a note of any holiday dates planned 
during term time and to complete a leave of absence form which can be obtained from the 
office or completed via the app.  To avoid undue stress and disruption to the rest of the 
group, it is helpful for children to be brought and collected promptly, so that they can come 
and go at the same time as their friends.  

 

Please let us know when there is a change to the usual collection arrangements, notification 
should be made in writing and given to a member of the Group 0 staff. If the change to the 
usual arrangement is unexpected, parents are asked to telephone the school. 

 

 

Fees  
 

Information concerning fees is available from the admin-
istration office or via the website within the registration 
application OpenApply. 

 
 

 

 



What do we do all day? 

 Planning 
 

The Group 0 team takes great pride in the thorough planning 
of the curriculum, to ensure that the needs of the children 
are met. Thorough planning enables us to offer high quality, 
relevant learning experiences.  

Our planning is based on long, medium and short-term ob-
jectives:  

Long-term plans provide a two year programme of topics and 
festivals. 

Medium-term plans describe the half termly objectives that 
support a broad and balanced curriculum. 

Short term plans provide an overview of the weekly timeta-
ble. 

 

The Curriculum 
 

Activities in the class are planned for children’s individual interests and abilities and are 
based on the criteria of the International Early Years Curriculum (IEYC).  

 

Independence and Interdependence 

This relates to skills such as dressing and undressing without help, working in a group or 
alone and feeling confident in new situations. 

Communicating 

This covers: 

Speaking and Listening  

Reading  

Writing 

Number 

Shape and Measures 

ICT  

Expressive Arts and Creativity 

Enquiring 

This area includes Science, Geography, History, and Environmental studies  

Healthy Living and Physical Well-being 

This area includes games, gym and how to look after ourselves. 

 

Dutch 

This is offered to all children. 



Partnership with Parents 

  
 

 

 

We recognise the great educational influence that you, as a parent, have in your child's life 
and we value the contribution you make. There are many informal occasions when parents 
can talk to staff.  

Twice a year there are parent-teacher conferences when we meet with you to discuss your 
child’s progress.  

Parents are always welcome at the school and once your child has settled in, we value your 
help in the group. If you have spare time, please let us know and staff will discuss activities 
that you could help with.  

 

 

Sickness  

 
Please telephone school on the first day of your child’s illness or register their absence via 
the app. Please inform us if the illness is contagious. Children who have suffered from diar-
rhoea or vomiting should be kept at home for 24 hours after the last episode. This precau-
tion is in everyone's interest.  

If a child falls ill at school, parents will be contacted and asked to collect their child. From 
time to time children will have minor accidents that will be dealt with by staff. Sometimes a 
decision is made to contact a parent or carer immediately. 

 

 

Allergies 

 
If your child suffers from any allergies, please complete the allergy form available from the 
office. 

 

 

Class representatives 

 
Each class has a representative who liaises between the teacher(s) and parents. 

 

 

 

 



Group information 

 
 

  

 

 

Clothing 
 

We recommend that children come to school wearing appropriate, washable clothes as they 
are often involved in practical and  sometimes messy activities. As children are encouraged 
to develop independent, self-help skills, we suggest that they wear clothes that they can 
easily manage themselves. 

 

Great 
 Trousers with elastic waists 

 Shoes with Velcro 

 Loose fitting clothes (especially on gym day) 

 String sewn onto gloves to keep them together 

 

Not so good 
 Braces 

 Difficult trousers 

 Shoes with laces 

 Tight clothing 

 Belts 

 Too many layers (one vest, one t-shirt and one jumper is enough) 

 Coats with difficult fastenings 

 

Outside play is  offered  every day, so please  make  sure your child has outdoor clothing 
appropriate for the weather. Clothing needs to be named and coats need a loop so that they 
can be hung up on a peg.  

 

Shoes 
 
Please could you provide your child with firm soled indoor shoes, (velcro fastening gym 
shoes are ideal). Please can you ensure that they are named. Outdoor shoes need to be easy 
for your child to take on and off by themselves, so please try to avoid shoes with laces. 

Snack 
 
Your child will need to bring a snack to school everyday. The school promotes healthy eating 
such as fruit, yoghurt, sandwiches etc. The school will provide water to drink at snack time. 
Please ensure your child’s snack box is labeled and that the food does not contains nuts. 
Again, please make us aware of any particular food allergies that your child may have. 

 



Group information 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch 
 

Please provide a healthy lunch consisting of food they can manage themselves in a named 
box. Water will be offered but your child may bring a drink from home if they wish. 

Your child will need a name labelled back pack large enough to fit both snack and lunch box-
es inside. 

 

 

Gym 

 
 
Your child will have gym once a week and we recommend that children should be dressed in 
loose clothing such as jogging pants or leggings.  

 

Library 

 
 
We will visit the school library once a week, where your child will have the opportunity to 
choose a book and DVD to take home. Your child will be provided with a blue book bag. 
Please ensure that the book is returned before the next library visit and placed in the red 
box inside the classroom. 

 

Birthdays 
 
 
It is an Elckerlyc School tradition to celebrate birthdays. In Group 0 we will make your child 
a special birthday hat and sing birthday songs. You may bring in a treat e.g. cakes or bis-
cuits, for the class. During break your child and a friend will be allowed to visit other teach-
ers to give them a treat. Please check that there are no nuts in the treats you provide. 



The School Day  

 
 

  

 

 

 Door opens    8.15 

Start     8.30 

Snack and play  10.30 

Home time  14.45 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

  12.30 Wednesday 

  11.45 Friday 

 

 

Daily Routines in Group 0 
 

At the start of each session we ask the parents to encourage their child to be independent by 
supporting them as they: 

 unpack their own bag and place their snack and lunch boxes on the correct rack. 

 hang up their coat on their own coat peg. 

 place their back pack in the boxes underneath the coat racks. 

 find their name card. 

 change into their indoor shoes. 

 

Table top activities 

 
To allow children to feel comfortable and relaxed we begin the day with an assortment of 
table top activities. Please encourage your child to select an activity from the tables when 
they arrive. 

 

Carpet and circle time 

 
All the children sit on the carpet and are taught the focus of the day. It usually begins about 
10 minutes after school starts. This is an important time for your child as it is an opportunity 
for them to share news and for the teacher to talk about the day’s activities. 

Since the beginning of time, children have gathered together in circles to learn about them-
selves and others through a rich weave of rhymes, songs and games.  During the course of 
our circle time sessions, we encompass and explore each of the areas of learning. 

 



The School Day 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Registration 

 
 
The register will be taken at carpet time. 

 

Being helpful 

 
Each day a special helper is chosen. We ensure that 
every child has a turn. The children are encouraged to 
help tidy up at the end of the session and the special 
helper can set the table for snack time. All the children 
are encouraged to be helpful to each other. 

 

Home time 
 

Your child must be collected from the classroom in the 
first few weeks of the school year. We ask the children 
to remain in their seats until you come to collect them. When the children have settled into 
school life, we will take the children outside for collection (we will inform you about this 
nearer the time). If, for any reason, you are going to be late, please telephone ahead so 
that we can tell your child. This helps to prevent any upset. If another adult is collecting 
your child please inform the class teacher in writing. Children are encouraged to shake 
hands with the teacher before leaving the class. This is also a security measure. 

 

Moving on to Group 1 
 
A place in Group 1 will be offered on the agreement between the teachers that your child is 
ready for this move. The majority of Group 0 children do transfer into Group 1 but on occa-
sions it is more appropriate for a child to follow the Group 0 programme for a second year. 
The move will happen at the beginning of the new school year if your child is 4 by October 
1st of that year.  Throughout your child's time in Group 0, we aim to foster a close relation-
ship with the staff and children in Group 1 and the rest of the school, so that there will be a 
smooth transition from Group 0 to Group 1.  



Any further questions 

 

Contact details 
 
If you have any further questions please feel free to contact us.  

 

 

School office:  071 – 589 6861 

Email:    international@elckerlyc.net 

Website:  www.elckerlyc.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  


